
 
 

CALL OUT  

DUNOON OUTDOOR ARTS RESIDENCY  

 

RESIDENCY OVER-VIEW 

 

Feral and Dunoon Burgh Hall are collaborating on a new outdoor arts residency aimed at Scotland 

based artists interested in developing outdoor or site-specific projects responding to landscape.  

Both Feral and Dunoon Burgh Hall have a track record of programming and producing dynamic 

artistic work for outdoor contexts.  This collaboration stems from an interest in stimulating 

resources for artists to cultivate and present artistic work that happens out-with the limits of 

physical buildings and offers a lens to re-imagine public space.   

This residency will take place in September 2022 and is open to individual artists or collectives 

interested in exploring, researching, and testing creative projects designed to be experienced in the 

landscape.  You can be working within any form of contemporary arts including performance, dance, 

live art, sound, or visual arts. 

This opportunity is funded by Creative Scotland. 

 

RESIDENCY LOCATION  

Dunoon is situated on the Cowal Peninsula in Argyll and Bute.  It is a maritime gateway and sits on 

the western shore of the Upper Firth of Clyde.  Artists are welcome to steer where they wish to host 

their outdoor residency in the local area complimented by access to venue space within Dunoon 

Burgh Hall that can be used as a base.  Residency partners are also happy to help suggest outdoor 

locations that align with artistic proposals.   To stimulate thinking we have provided a list of possible 

residency locations: 

Benmore Botanic Gardens: A 120-acre mountainside botanical garden situated in Strath Eachaig at 

the foot of Beinn Mhòr. Home to a world-famous collection of plants from regions ranging from the 

Himalayas, China and Japan to North and South America. 

Pucks Glen: A river formed ravine on the west-facing slopes of Argyll Forest described as "One of the 

most magical forests in Scotland”.  The Eas Mòr stream tumbles down a series of waterfalls and 

rapids before joining the River Eachaig. 

Bishops Glen Reservoir: The reservoir was built in 1880 as the main source of drinking water for 

Dunoon which is now provided from Loch Eck.   

Kilmun Aboretum: Home to 150 tree species forming part of Argyll Forest Park just outside Dunoon. 

In 1930, over 260 different non-native species were planted here to see how suitable they might be 

for survival in Scotland. 



 
Dunoon West Bay: As Dunoon is more easily accessed by ferry than by road it has something of an 

island atmosphere. The town is built around two bays.  West Bay has a shingle beach and Dunoon 

Castle lies at one end of the beach. 

 

OFFER 

The selected artist will receive: 

*A fee of £4500 for artists and their collaborators to spend on residency preparation, research and 
delivery. 
*A materials budget of £500. 
*Accommodation, Travel and Per Diems whilst in Dunoon. 
*Additional Access costs (as applicable) to undertake the residency. 
*1 Week Residency Base Space at Dunoon Burgh Hall during the weeks beginning either Mon 5th or 
Mon 25th September 2022. 
*3 Mentoring Sessions with an Outdoor Arts Mentor of your choosing. 
*Producing support from Feral to undertake the residency and investigate routes for further 
development of the project. 
*Opportunity to share your research with local audiences.  There is no expectation that there will be 
a public facing outcome to your residency, however, there is an invitation to share information on 
your project. This could take the form of a work in progress presentation, a talk or discussion, 
sharing of research, a filmed work or a different kind of event or contribution proposed by the artist. 

*Residency partners will support the artists to secure all necessary permissions to work at their 
chosen site 

 

SELECTION CRITERIA 

*Applications are welcome from individual artists or in collaboration with others or as part of a 

collective.  As a guide we imagine each artist/collaborator paying themselves a minimum of £750 per 

week (as per Scottish Artist Union Residency Rates).  

*This residency is for artists working in the field of contemporary arts which may include (but not 

limited to) performance, dance, live art, sound or visual arts. 

*You must currently live and work in Scotland to be considered for the residency.   

*It is open to those who have experience of working in outdoor or site responsive contexts as well as 

those for whom this would be a new avenue in their practice.  

* All submissions will be considered by a panel involving representatives from Feral, Dunoon Burgh 

Hall and a local Third Sector Partner. 

 

HOW TO APPLY AND RESIDENCY TIMELINE 

To apply please send: 

a) A ‘Note of Interest’ introducing what you would like to explore, the benefits to your practice 

and how you might like to share your work at the end of residency. ‘Notes of Interest’ can 

take the form of either a cover letter, a voice note or a video recording.  This should be no 

longer than 2 sides of A4/3 minutes in length. 



 
b) A short budget summary of how you intend to allocate the residency fee of £4500.   

c) An overview of your practice to date this could include attaching an existing CV, personal 

statement, or a link to your website. 

d) Please indicate when you would like to utilise the 1 Week Residency Base Space at Dunoon 

Burgh Hall to compliment your outdoor activity during the weeks beginning either Mon 5th 

or Mon 25th September 2022. 

 

Applications should be returned by email to weareferal@outlook.com by Thurs 23rd June 2022 at 

12noon. Applicants will be notified on the result by Mon 11th July 2022.   

 

ACCESS 

Feral and Dunoon Burgh Hall actively encourages people from a variety of backgrounds, ethnicities, 

gender orientations and stories to join us and influence and develop our working practice. If you 

require specific access needs to facilitate your application or to enable you to take part in the 

residency, please do get in touch with Feral (Kathryn Boyle & Jill Smith) on weareferal@outlook.com  

with any queries and to discuss how we might best support your needs.  Let us know if you require 

this application in other formats or if we can make this opportunity more accessible to you. 

 

ABOUT FERAL 

Feral are a Glasgow based arts producing house founded in 2015 by Jill Smith and Kathryn Boyle. 

Together we produce a portfolio of artists, tour work locally and internationally, organise festivals 

and develop creative residencies as a way of supporting a diverse community of independent artists 

working across the visual theatre and outdoor arts sector in Scotland. www.feralarts.co.uk  

 

ABOUT DUNOON BURGH HALL 

Dunoon Burgh Hall is the creative, cultural hub for Cowal. The historic hall is a fully accessible venue 

for exhibitions, performances, and gatherings. Alongside a gallery and theatre, the venue offers 

creative workshop space, a garden, and a cafe. www.dunoonburghhall.org.uk 

This project is supported through a programme of work delivered by Feral and funded by Creative 

Scotland. 
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